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UNLEARN AND RELEARN GENDER BASED SUPREME TENDECIES 

South Africa has faced increasing scrutiny from [Gender] institutions and society at large, as we 

witness violence against women and children on the rise. 

The drastic increase in domestic abuse reports, alongside movement restrictions owing to the 

current COVID-19 pandemic, is a testament that lockdown measures have only made things worse 

for women and children, who are forced to spend extended amounts of time with their abusers.  

One must however admit that Gender Based Violence (GBV) has been a bane in our societal 

existence long before COVID-19 was in the picture. At a superficial level the lockdown measures 

have only highlighted the severity of the situation we are facing. It has also highlighted the leniency 

of the institutions on perpetrators, institutions which are meant to assure the vulnerable, that their 

cries will not fall on deaf ears. Various news reports have indicated that though there has been an 

increase of domestic violence calls to helplines, a lot of the abuse still remains unreported and 

consequently undocumented, because of access to those lifelines or fear of stigma and 

unsympathetic individuals who often receive victims.  

We as a society need to look at GBV as the pandemic that it is. A pandemic rooted deep within 

centuries of oppressive structural values and norms which have overtly deprived women and 

children into subservience. This pandemic is purported in the name of culture, traditions, religion, 

corporate subcultures, and an elevation of men over women within these spheres. This has been 

witnessed for centuries. The undervalue of women in our societies, and the elevation of the boy 

child at a very early age has to be confronted at every entry point. Men have benefited from 

patriarchy and all that it affords them and this needs to be corrected in order for us to live 

harmoniously, side by side. 

But the onus here is on men to do so. This supremacy has been a perennial conduct and male 

expectation that needs to be consciously championed and corrected by men who have over time 

enjoyed these privileges.   

We as The Council of African Independent Churches (CAIC) are calling on all men to come forward 

and spearhead the fight against gender based violence. We recommend that that all cultural 

groupings and institutions such as families, churches, schools, organisations, and communities start 

engaging on correcting the oppressive advocacies.  We have come a long way to dismantle 

oppressive systems in the past. By standing together and fighting towards a common goal. We 

preached and fought against colonial, apartheid rule side-by-side with women. Of which we 

succeeded because of our common goals. We dismantled regimes, changed laws, and mobilised 

ourselves for the benefit of our people. And we can do that again.  GBV, and the societal subjugation 



of the vulnerable women and children, by organisations and men, needs government and society’s 

urgent attention.    

The cultural privileges afforded to men need to be contextualised into our current times. Any 

elements that no longer serve a healthy cohesive response, must be altered by unlearning and 

relearning their problematic elements, so that those who do not benefit, can be protected from 

them. 

It is our responsibility to stand up against abuse of the vulnerable by removing practices oppresses 

our women folk including within our liturgical church positions and practices. As an organization, we 

should consider strong interventions and encourage all forms of societal organisations to change the 

narrative and paradigm shift against GBV. We cannot just talk a big talk, we need to walk the talk 

and set an example that can be followed for generations to come. 

For media enquiries contact, Office of the Secretary General, Bishop T Ngcana at the above details. 

The Council of African Independent Churches (CAIC) was established in 1982 and fulfils theological 

training in association with Association of Christian Religious Practitioners (ACRP), which is fully 

accredited by the South African Qualification Authority (SAQA).  CAIC is a member of the South 

African Council of Churches (SACC). 

 


